
 
 

 

 
THE BERNESE MOUNTAIN DOG CLUB OF 

GREAT BRITAIN 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2024. 
 
 

The Annual General Meeting of the Club will be held on Sunday 21 April 
2024 at Oakwood Community Centre, Oakwood, Derby DE21 2SU at 10.00am 
(Coffee from 9.30am) 

 
 

AGENDA 
 
1. Apologies for absence. 
 
2. Minutes of the previous AGM held on 25 March 2023.  
 
3. Matters arising. 
 
4. Hon. Secretary’s Report. 
 
5. Hon. Treasurer’s Report. 
 
6. Election of Auditors. 
 
7. Membership Secretary’s Report. 
 
8. Rescue Report. 
 
9. Health report. 
 
10. Officers and Committee for 2024: 
 

i. The President and Officers stand down once every three years in rotation.   
This year the position of Hon Secretary is due for re-election. The current Secretary is 
willing to re-stand. No further nominations have been received therefore Karen Bird is 
duly re-elected. 
 

ii. Each year, one third of the Committee stand down, but are eligible for re-election without 
nomination. This year they are Emily English and Donna Hughes. They stand unopposed 
and are therefore duly re-elected as Committee members. 
 

iii. In addition: 
 

a. during 2023, Debbie Buck was coopted to Committee and stands unopposed so is 
duly elected today;  

b. Heather Head stands down from Committee today; and 
c. Julie Ann Wright is proposed to join Committee. Proposed by Steve Green, 

Seconded by Karen Bird and is duly elected. 
 

 
 
 
 



11. Proposals: 
 

i. I propose that the wording of para 20.2 of the Club’s Constitution be amended from: 
 
“In line with KC guidance, a second set of Judges lists shall be compiled in line with the 
JEP process, this set will originally run alongside but replace the established lists in 
2024” 
 
to: 
 
“In line with KC guidance, a second set of Judges lists shall be compiled in line with the 
JEP process, this set will originally run alongside but replace the established lists when 
the RKC deem it appropriate”. 
 
This is merely a point of clarification. 
 
Proposed by:   Karen Bird (Hon Sec) 
Seconded by:  Steve Green (President) 
 

ii. A proposal in memory of Sonja Gorbould-Todd, (1935 - 2024) 
 
I should like to propose a GLANZBERG memorial award in memory of Sonja Gorbould-
Todd, for the Stud Dog with the highest number of CCs won by his progeny in a year. 
It should be annually and automatically awarded at the BMDC of GB’s Annual General 
Meeting.  Ideally the award would recognise a Stud Dog’s achievements from the 
previous year, whereby a sire’s progeny would earn 4 points for the 1st CC won and 1 
point for every subsequent CC.  In the event of a tie, the number of BOB awards would 
be counted. 
I think it is fitting that we remember Sonja in this way as for many years, due to her 
connections in the breed’s homeland and to her own ancestry in Switzerland, she was at 
the forefront of importing bloodlines of significant importance through a goodly number 
of males.  This was of particular importance for breeders etc., before the Pet Passport 
Scheme came into operation on these shores.  
 
Proposed by:   Helen Davenport-Willis 
Seconded by:  Karen Bird - The Club would suggest a personalised rosette issued to the 
Top Sire each year. 
 

iii. Honoraria. 
 
I propose that on the basis that honoraria amounts have not changed since 2018 (payment 
for 2017) and that they were not paid in 2023 (for 2022), that they be paid in 2024 (for 
2023) and each is increased by 10%. This would reflect a 1% increase for each year (6%) 
and 4% compensation for no payment last year. 
 
Proposed by:  Mark Avery (Hon Treasurer) 
Seconded by:  Emily English 
 

 
12. Presentation of Annual Club Trophies for the year 2023.  
 

i. The Patron’s Trophy, for all disciplines, is awarded to the dog or bitch who gains the 
most points at GB Club events during the previous year, from all disciplines (showing, 
obedience, carting & agility).  
 

ii. The Meadowpark Trophy, awarded to the top winning dog or bitch. The Club calculates 
the points based on CC & Reserve CC wins during 2023. The points system is detailed in 
the 2024 Club Handbook. 

 



iii. New for 2024 - the Club will award perpetual trophies to the top winning Puppy and top 
winning Veteran in the breed during 2023, calculated using the points system detailed in 
the 2024 Club Handbook.  
 

The above trophies need not be applied for, they will be awarded automatically to the 
appropriate fully paid-up members. 
 
 
Meeting close. 
 
Please note: ONLY FULLY PAID-UP MEMBERS (for 2024) MAY ATTEND AND VOTE 
AT THE AGM 
 
Hon Secretary:  Karen Bird, The Cow Byre, Broad Town, Wiltshire SN4 7RB 
Tel:  07778384507   Email:  secretary@bernese.co.uk 
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